Invent Your
Way Out of the
Rat Race!


http://www.wetknee.com/

Copyright © 2011 by Mark Hamilton and Anna Hess
First edition published 2009.
All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means including information storage and
retrieval systems, without permission in writing from the author. The only exception is by a reviewer, who may quote short excerpts in
a review.

Visit our website at www.wetknee.com

www.wetknee.com * 2



http://www.wetknee.com/
http://www.wetknee.com/

Table of Contents

Part 1: IMAagine INAEPENAEIICE. ......cuuiieiiieeiiieeiieeeete ettt ee ettt e ettt e et e e sttt e satteesabeeeaateeeaaseeenteeensbeeansseeansseeansseeanseeenssaeeanseesnsseesnnnssaeeens 7
L@ 0T 10 (53 Al R 0313 (0 Y6 LT () 1 DO O PSR SRPPPSP 8
HOMESIEAAING QILEIMIMA. ......eeiiiiiiiiiieee ettt et a e e bt e e bt e e sabt e e s a bt e e eab et e eab e e e bt e e s bbeesabbeesbbeesabbeeeeeeanseneeens 8
IMLATK'S TA@A. ...ttt ettt e a e e bt e e at e e bttt e bt e e e a bt e e e ab bt e e ab b e e e a b e e e e a bt e e eab e e e hb et e ab et e bt e e e bt e e ebbeeebaeeebaeeeane 9
Examples of income from traditional, supplemental farm-based DUSINESSES........cccueiriiiiiriiiiiniiiiiiieeie e 9
CRAPLET 2: VISIONS Of SUCCESS. .eeuutitiitieiiitieeiiteeiitte ettt e ettt e ettt estteestteesatteesabeeeabeesseeesasseesasteesasteesaseeeaaseeeaaseeesseesnsseesnsseessseesnssaeessannnns 11
THE NIELY GITELY .. enetieeeeee ettt ettt et h e e a bt e bt e et e e b e e ea bt e bt e eab e e bt e eab e e bt e eabeeeh b e ea bt e b e e eabeeebbeeabeeebbeeabeeshbeenbeeenbeeaennteeeas 11
TRE EPREIMETAL ......oiiiiiiiiie ettt e et e e ettt e e ettt e e e e abaeeeeaastteee e ssaaee e e ssteeesennsbeeeeansbaaeeeaseeeesannssssbnbeeeeaaaaaaeeeeennn 12
Chapter 3: ANAOMY Of FAIIUTE. .....coouiiiiieiee ettt ettt e bt e et e bt s ate e s bt e et e e saeesate e bt e eaneenseesaneeeenanee 13
Part 2: ChOOSE YOUT OWIN QAVENTULE. .....c..ueiiiiiiiiitieeiitee et ee ettt e ettt e et e e ebeeesabt e e sttt e estbeeaabeeaabeesabbeesabeeesabeeesabeeeeabeeeaabeeenabeesaastesnbaesnseesnsrneas 14
L@ 1T 10 (5 B Sl o (0T L Lo i T4 T TP 15
ChoOSE SOMETNING UNIGQUE.......eeiiiieeiiieeiiieeiteeertee ettt e et e e estteeetteeetteessteeesssaeeasseeeassaeeasseeessseeensseeessseesnssaesnsseesnseeesnsseesnseesnnseesnnsaeeeens 15
DeCIde ON YOUT TICRE. ......eiiiiiiiiieie ettt et et e st e et e s ae e et e e s be e e et e e s ae e eaneesaneesneeeeseeaneesanneeesanneeenanee 15
The best products SOIVE @ T€Al PrODIEIIL..........coouiiiiiiiiiii ettt ettt e e sae e s neesaeeeaneee s 16
BIAINSIOTIIL. ...ttt et b ettt e s bt e et e e bt e et e e s bt e ea bt e sb et e ab e e she e e et e e eb et sabeeshteeabe e beeeabeesbeeenabbeeesabbeeesabneeenaee 16
Passive INCOME AIEEIMATIVES. ........eiueeritieiieriieete ettt ettt et ettt et e sat e e bt e sa et e bt e sae e e bt e ebteeabeesbte e bt e ssbeeabeesuteeabeeessbaeesanbaeesanneeenans 17
Chapter 5: Product dEVEIOPIMENL..........coouiiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt e sttt e sttt e sab et e s st e e e st e e e bbeeebbeeebbeeeabeeeeesaaasbaeeeeeaans 20
MakKe SUIe YOUT PIOQUCT 1S UNIQUE. ... ..eeerutteeritieenitteeeiiteeeiteeeeitee ettt e sttt e eaeeeebteeebaeeeabeeeeaseeesabaeeeabeeeeabeeeabeeeasbeeaasbeeeasbeeenbeesnbeesaseeens 20
AN T I 013 £ 1 1< OO OO OO TOUP PP P PP UUPPPPPPRRN 20
.. IS SIMPIE ANA ASY 1O COMSITUCT. ...eeuiiiiiiiiieiiie ettt et e et te ettt e ettt e ettt e ettt e ettt e sabteesabeeesabeeeabeesasbeesasbeeeasbeesasteesnsaeasnsaeesnsaeesnsbaeeeaans 20
Don't forget to bargain When DUYING SUPPIIES.......cccuiiiiuiiiiiiiieiie et eeteeestee et e ettt eeteeesteeesbeeessbeeesssaeessseesnsseeassseesssseesnsneesnseeennses 21

ce LS CREAP 10 MALL...iiiiiiiieetie ettt e et e e ettt e et e e et e e e s st eeesbeeesssaeessseeessseeassseeanseeeaaseeeasseeeassee e sseeensbeeennseeensbaeeeeeannes 21
FTEE PACKAZINZ ... ettt ettt e a e e e h bt e e h b e s be e e s bt e e sabb e e e e bt e e sa bt e e e s bt e e sab et e sabeeesbeeeabeeensbeeeseaarnes 21
PriOrity MAIL DOX SIZES......eiieuiiiiiiieiiiie ettt ettt e e et e ab e e sa bt e s bt e e s bt e e e bt e e sabteesabeeesabeeeeabeeeaabeeeabbeesnbeesnbeesansaaeeesannnns 22
AN 1 o I TS U I o) 5 1o USSR PPRRPPPR 22
Should I add a DO It YOUTSEIE OPLIONT........uiiiiiiieiiie ettt ettt e ettt e e ab e e stbeesabaeesntaeesaateesasaeesnseessaseeesnseeeesannnssneas 23
Increase ChOICES... WITRIN TEASOM. .....ccouiiiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt e e et et e bt e e bt e e e bte e e bt e e eabbeeeabbeeesenbbaeeeesannes 24

www.wetknee.com * 3



http://www.wetknee.com/

Worksheet 1: PriCing YOUT PIOMUCT......c..uiiiiiiiiiieiiie ettt e et e ettt e st e e sabeeesabee e abeeessbeeesaseesasaeesabseesaseeesaseeesaseeeanssaeeeesnnnns 24

CRAPLET 6: SCAIIINEZ UP.....eeeiniiieeiieeet ettt ettt e ettt e ettt e s a bt e e e ab e e e e st e e e sab e e e st e e aabb e e e bt e e sabb e e s bt e e sabbeeeabbeesabteeeasbaneeeeenans 26
When is the right time 0 DUy 10 DULK?...c..oiiiiii ettt e ettt e et e sttt e sttt e st e e e e s easeee 26
HITINE @IMPLOYEES. ....eeeiiieiieie ettt e e e e sttt e et e e ab e e e st e e east e e e bt e e easbeeaabbeeeasteesabeeeabeeeabeeennbeesasbeesasseesasaeesbaeeeannnn 26
WOTKSREEE 27 TNVEINTOTY .....eiiuiiiiiiiieiiie ettt ettt ettt ettt e bt e ettt eeab e e sabeeeeabeesaab e e sasbeesaateesabteeeasteesabteesabaeensbeeenbeeeabeeenseesnsseasnnns 28

L0 1 E21 0 11S) AR 21 ) 11 OO PSR PPPPPPPT 29

o) o G 1S N 21 1 1010 ) 1 =) 2O OO PPPUR R PPPPRR TRt 31

CRAPLET 8: BUAZEL. ... ettt ettt et e s e et e e bt et esae e et esae e et e e e b et e et e e bt e e st e ae e st e e be e ean e e aeeeaneenneeenneennneean 32
THE PUISUIL OF TIOTIEY ......eeeiteeiiieiiieiie ettt et ettt et st e bt e et e bt st e e be e e et e e ae e s et e e be e e et e e sbe e st e e seeesneenaeeeaneensneenneees 32
IMAKING @ DUAGEL. ... eeeeiiiieeieeeeiee ettt ettt ettt e ettt e e st e e s ab e e s ateeeaateeeasteeeasteeaasseeeasaeennsaeessaeensseeanssaeenssaeansaeesnsseesnnsssaaessennssees 32
SEASONAL PIOAUCES. ... tieeieieeiiieeitee ettt e ettt e ettt e et e e ettt eesateeeaateeeateeessseesasaeesasaeesasaeaasseeeasseeensseeensseeensseeenssaeansseesnsseesnsseesnssaeeesennnssseenns 33
STCKET SROCK. ...ttt ettt e ettt e s ab et e a bt e e bt e e e bt e e e bt e e e abb e e sabteesabeeeeabeeeaabeesnbeesbteesabaeeeannees 33
KINOW WHAE YOU WANT....couiiiiiiiieiee ettt ettt e bt e e bt e e et e e s bt e e eab et e e ab et e st e e e st e e e bt e e easbeesabbeeeaasbbeeeeeenanneaeas 34
Worksheet 3: Current MONthLY DUAZEL...........oooiiiiiiieie ettt ettt e st e s it eesaaeesabeesabbeesabteesasaeesnsaeeeeas 35
Worksheet 4: Estimated independent moOnthly BUA@EL.........c...oiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee ettt e e e e e e e s s aneeeas 36
Worksheet 5: BUIlAINg @ DULTET. ......oo.uiiiii ettt ettt b e et e bt e et e e bt e et e e bt e ea b e e bt e sabeebeeennees 37

Chapter 9: BOOKKEEPING. ....cc..eitieiiieiieeitet ettt a ettt e ea e et e e s ht e e bt e eh bt e bt e eae e e bt e ebb e e bt e sab e e bt e eabeeabeesabeeabeeeabeeabeesabeesanbaeas 38
ANOTNET CAULIONATY TAL......ceeiuiiiiiiie ittt et e sttt e ettt e et e e s bt e e s ab bt e eab e e e eabee e aabee e st eeeabbeeensbeeeabbeeenbaeesensbbbeeeesansnes 38
DIY OF CONSUIL QN @XPETL?.....uiiiiiiiiieiiieeeitie ettt ettt ettt e ettt e sttt e sttt e et teeeabe e e abee e abeeeaabeesasbee e bt eeeabbeesabbeesasteesabeeeasbeeessbeesnnseesnsneennas 38
KEEPING ZOOA DOOKS. ...ttt et e ettt e et e e st e e st eeasstee e sbeeensseeessseeansseeansaeeasseeensseeeasseeesseeensseesnssaeaeesnnnssees 38
Worksheet 6: Example MmOnthly aCCOUNTINE. ........cccviiiiiiiiiiiieiiie ettt eeertee et e e ste e et eesaaeessaaeesabeeessseeessseesssseeesseesanssneeesennns 39

CRAPLET 10: TAXES. ... eeutietieiiteeiteet ettt ettt et e ettt e st e e s et et e e s ae e e e st e s ae e e s e e s ae e emn e e sae e e tee s aseems e e ean e et e e saseenneeesneenneeeeanneeeenrneeennn 40
I AEIEIISE OF LAXES. ..euteeeitieeeite ettt ettt ettt ettt e e a bt e e ab e e e bt e e e bt e e sabe e e s abe e e e abe e e sabteesab e e e eabeeeaabeeebbeeeeeenntneeeeeaanae 40
N E ] (S 7 SO T OO OO O ST U USSP PO PRORUPTUPPRRUPPUPPRIN 40
N TC T3 10 0 () A 10131 LB 72 GO PRRRTRRR 40
ESUMALEA QUATTETLY TAXES. .. ueteiiitieiitie ittt ettt ettt ettt e b bt e ettt e e bt e e eab b e e sabteesabe e e sabteeeabeeeaabeeseabeeebbeesbbeessbbbeeeeeaannns 41
WVTIEE OFFS ...ttt ettt et e s h et et e e e bt e et e e s hb e eab e e eht e et e e ea et e ab e e ea b e eab e e eabeembeeesbeambeeehbeenbbeesanbeeesanbeeenans 41

CRAPLET 111 SAVINZ. . .eeeiuiiieiiieeette ettt ettt ettt e ettt e e bt e e e bt e e e s et e e sabaeesabeeesab e e eaab e e e st ee e st eeeasbeeeaabeesasteeeasteesasteesnsbsaeeessnnsbneeeeeannns 43

CRAPLET 12: CIEAIt CATAS. ... eeeeiieeeiieeeiiee ettt ettt e ettt e ettt e ettt e s abteesab e e e st te e st ee e stee e st eeeabaeesabaeesabeeenbeeeabeeesbeesnsseesnsbeesnnbeeeesnnns 45

Part 4: SeIliNG YOUT INVENTION. .....ccuiieiiiieeeiiieeetteeeitteeeteeesteeestteeestteeeareeeseeesssseeasseeeasseesasseesasseesasseessseesnsseesnssesansseessssesssseesnsesessseesnsseesnses 46

www.wetknee.com * 4



http://www.wetknee.com/

CRhapter 13: SEHNGZ UP SHOP...iiiiiiiiiie ettt e ettt e sttt e st e e sabeeesabeeeeab e e e st eeeasteeeasteeensbeesasaeeanseeensseeennseeensseesnnseesnnees 47

FINA YOUT TIESSAZE. ...ttt ettt ettt e at et e h et e bt e e bt e e s bt e e eab bt e e ab b e e sab b e e s ab et e eab e e e eab e e e aabeeeeeanbbeeeeeenasnaaeeens 47
REZISIET YOUT QOMIAIN. ¢....eeiiiiiiiiieiitee ettt e et e et e e et e e e bt e e e bt e e sabteeeaba e e e ab et e s abe e e eabeeeasbeeeabbeeebbeesbbeeebaeeebbeeeennns 48
BUILA YOUT WEDSIEE. .....eeiniie ittt ettt e ettt e ettt e ettt e sa bt e e s abteesabteeeabeeeabeeeabeesanbeesasbeesasbeesnsaeasnbbeesnsaeesasaaeeesannnns 49
PAYIMENE OPTIONS. .....eeiniiieiitie ettt ettt ettt ettt e ettt e e ab e saat e e eabt e e e abaeeeabteeeabaeeeabeeeaabeeesabee e st ee e sbeeensbeeensseeennbeeenbeesnneeas 49
Chapter 14: Search engine OPUIMIZALION. .......ceivieiiieeeiieeeiteeeitteeeiteeesteeesaeeesseeessseeessseeasseessaeessseeessseeesssessasseesssseessssesssseeesnssseessennssses 51
What is Search engine OPUIMIZAION?.........cccuiiieiiieeeiieeeteeerteeesteeesteeetteeetteeateeessseeeasseeessseeessseeessseesssseessseesssseesseeesesssssseeesensnsssees 51
SEEP 11 STATT IFACKITIZ. ...ttt ettt ettt et e ettt e s bt e et esbe e et e e s beeeab e e st e et e e beeembeesseeeaneesaneeaneensnesaneenaneenneenen 51
SteP 2: ChOOSE YOUT KEYWOITS. .....eeiiiiiiiiiiiieiieete ettt ettt ettt et e st et e s ae e et esat e e bt esas e eateesaneemneesaneeneesaneenneeen 52
Step 3: Choose and optimize YOUT Janding PAZE.......ccccuueeriuieeriiieeeiieeitieeetee et e ettt e st e e steeesteeesabeeessteeesseesasseessaeesnsaeessseeensseeenssees 52
What the heck are “meta description” and “Meta title” LAZST.....cccveiiriierriie ittt et e et eeeseteestaee s bbeeeeeesaneaeeessnnseees 53
Step 4: Understanding PAZE TANK.......ccc.ueiiiiiiiiiii ettt ettt et e et e e et e e bt e e s bt e e sabt e e sttt e eab e e e eabeeeeab e e e st e e enbeeeeeeeaaneee 54
Step 5: INCreasing YOUT PAZE TANK.......ccoutiiiiiiiiiieiiite ettt ettt ettt e ettt e sab e e e sab e e e eab e e e bt e e eabbe e e bt e e eabbeeeabteeeabeeesabaeenabeeensbeeennns 55
WHhere dO I 20 fTOM NETET.....cccuuiiiiiiiiee ettt e ettt e st e e st e e e s abee e st e e s st e e s asteeensaeeenbteesnbeeesasaeenabeeennnsaaeeeeas 57
Chapter 15: MOre Cheap AQVETTISING. .....c..uiiiiiieiiiieeite ettt ettt ettt e ettt e sttt e st e e sttt e sabeeesabeeesaseeenbeeeateesasbeesnsseesnsaeesnsseesnsaeenssaeensseeens 58
Magazine and NEWSPAPET ATTICLES.....cc.ueitiiiuiiiiieii ettt ettt ettt et e bt e s bt e sae e e bt e sbteeab e e bt e sabeeebbeeabe e bt e eabeenbeeenbeeeeabeeeenabaeean 58
ChoO0SE YOUT MAZAZINEG WISELY ......eiiuiiiiiiiiiietie ettt a e et e s bt e e a bt e bt e eab e e beeeabeeabeesabeeabbeeabeesbeeeabeesbaeenseenaeeeas 61
POACASES. ...ttt ettt et s ettt h e et a e et h et et e h e et e e bt e e bt e a et et e e he e e aa e e b et et e e b e e e aneenbeesneenneens 61
PAY POT CLICK. ...ttt et et e b e st e e e et e bt s at e et e e ae e ettt st e b et e ab e e bttt e et e bt e naeenaneennnee s 61
WRETE NOT L0 AAVEITISE. .....eeueieiutieiieeit ettt ettt et sb et et e bt e ea bt e bt e s ab e et e e ea et e bt e eabeea b e e ehbeeabeeasbeeabeesabeeabeeesbeeabeessbeenbeeenteeeans 64
CRAPLET 160: CUSIOMIET SEIVICE. . .eeiiuvieeeitieeritieeriteeeriteeesuteeseteeesasseessaeesseeesseeeasseeessseeassseesssseeansseesssesansseesnsssesssesssssesssnsssseesssnssssseessnnns 66
CUSLOMET COMPIAINTS. ....cutiiiiiiiieieeeieeet ettt sttt e ettt se e et e e et e et e e s ae e et e e e aeeeab e e s ase e b e e s an e e st esaneeateesaneemseesaneemneesanneeesnneeenans 66
RETUITIS ...ttt e ettt e e et e e et e e e e e bttt e e e ab bt e e e e s b e e e e e ab b e e e e e abb e e e e e asbeeeeeabbeeesensaeeeeaanbaeeeeeeaanns 67
Part 5: LIVING the DICAML.......coiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt et e st e et e e ettt e e bt eeesteeeeaseeeaabeeesabeesasseesasseesasbeesasbeasasaeaessannsbaeaessannsseeeaeans 69
Chapter 17: TimMeE MANAZEIMENL. ... ..ceeiurieeiieeeiieeetteeetteeeteeeeteeestttesauteeestteessteessteessseesasaeeasseeesaseeessseeessseessssaeansseessssnsssaeesssnsssseeessnnns 70
TYPE Bz PrOCTASIIMALOT. ..cc.uetiiiiiieeitee ettt ettt ettt et e et e ettt e sttt e sab b e e sab e e e eab et e st e e e ae e e e bt e e e bt e e eabbeeeabbeeeabbeeesaanbsneeeesannnes 70
TYPE A WOTKANOIIC. ...ttt ettt e e bt e et e s bt e e e ab et e e ab e e e eab e e e st e e e bt e e e bt e e s bbeeeabbeeeeeanneaees 71
INO ONE UNAETSTANAS INIC.....ceuuteeiiiiiieeiieitie ettt ettt et ettt et e et e bt e s at e e bt e e at e e bt e e as e eabeeeat e e b e e e aseeabeesab e e bt e easeembeesateembeesaeeeabeenaneennnee 72
Chapter 18: KNOWING WHEM 10 STOP.....ceeruiiiiiitiiiieiiiie ettt ee ettt ettt e et et e e st e e s bt eesatee e abeeeabbeesasbeesabteesabteesabeeennbeessannsbaeeeessnnsneeeesnnns 73
YOUT MONEY OF YOUT LLE....ceiiiiiiiieiiie ettt ettt et e e e et e e sttt e e ateeesbeeessaeeessaeeassaeeasssaeansseeassaeenssaeensseesnsseeensseesnsseens 73

www.wetknee.com * 5



http://www.wetknee.com/

www.wetknee.com * 6



http://www.wetknee.com/

Part 1: Imagine independence

“We are what we repeatedly do.”

--- Aristotle
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Homesteading dilemma

“I'm just so tired,” I moaned for the thousandth time, laying my
head down on the kitchen table. It was October 2008, and I
was working 25 hours a week for a nonprofit organization to
pay the bills on our 58 acre homestead. While 25 hours a week
may not sound like much to folks well entrenched in the rat
race, it left me precious little energy for necessary chores on
the farm. My husband-to-be, Mark, did a lot of farm work, but
it was only our second year in residence and we were still
whacking back blackberry and honeysuckle thickets in an effort
to reclaim a few acres to grow our own food. The honeysuckle
was currently winning.

“I have to drive an hour to a meeting tomorrow,” I complained,

“and I know the meeting will take all day.” While we loved our
secluded farm, it took us a 45 minute drive, minimum, to get
anywhere. I telecommuted as much as I could, but there always
ended up being mandatory meetings and draining phone calls.
Who knew it would be such a pain in the butt to save the
world?

“You should take a vacation,” Mark said, looking frantically
around the kitchen for some chocolate to cheer me up. “Don't
you have a few days saved up that you can use?”

“I've got a month saved up. But I can't take it now. There's that
meeting tomorrow, a grant proposal that has to go out Friday,
an event to plan for next week....” My voice trailed off and I
winced, contemplating the hundred item to-do list on my desk.
“This isn't what I thought it would be like to live on the land.”

My whining was embarrassing even myself. After all, who was
I to complain? All around us, folks were losing their jobs as
the economy tanked, and at least we could pay our bills.

Barely.

Mark seemed shaken by my doom and gloom. He sat for a
moment in silence, mustering his thoughts. Finally, he came to
a conclusion. “So quit,” he said.

I looked at Mark like he was nuts. How did he think we would
pay the bills without my paycheck?

www.wetknee.com * 8
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I wasn't alone in this homesteading dilemma. So many of us
dream of leaving our houses and apartments in the city to go
back to the land. But there's a big catch --- farming won't pay
the bills. Unless you're willing to sink 40 plus hours a week
into large scale agriculture, you'd better plan to have a job off
the farm.

But all of the good jobs are in the city. So you either take a low
paying job and work extra hours, or you bite the bullet and
commute an hour or more a day into the office. I get emails all
the time from folks who are dying to homestead, but they can't
quite make the leap from that monthly paycheck to the great
unknown of country life.

In October 2008, I wasn't ready to make the leap either. But
Mark was. “We'll be fine, honey. You see, I have this idea....”

Mark's idea

Fast forward ahead ten months to August 2009. A visitor to our
homestead would see carefully mowed pastures for our
chickens to browse on, hundreds of relatively weed-free raised
beds full of vegetables, a growing orchard, and two big berry
patches. Since our microbusiness took off, we've spent less
than two days per week on paid work between us, and our
income just keeps growing. I smile a lot more too. How did
we get here from there? One word - microbusiness.

A microbusiness is technically a business that has fewer than
five employees (or ten, depending on who you talk to.) It's not

Examples of income from traditional,
supplemental farm-based businesses
Product Hours per Profit per| Hourly

week week| wage
Free range eggs sold to 7 $10, $1.43
friends (20 layers)
Honey sold twice a 2 $7) $3.50
year at farmer's market
(4 hives)
CSA (community 10 $45| $4.50
supported agriculture) (about 20
with two customers weeks of the

year)

Grapes sold twice a 2 $10| $5.00
year at a farmer's
market (50 established
vines)
Our microbusiness 13 $827| $64.00

really a very accurate term for our business, but it's the best we
could find. Our business is more of a micromicrobusiness. Or
maybe a nanobusiness. Whatever you call it, the proof is in the
pudding. With less than a thousand dollars in startup costs, we
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built a small, home-based business which started paying all of
our bills in just six months. I'm here to tell you that you can do
it too, and in a way that fits a simple, homesteading lifestyle.
In fact, using all of the tips in this book, I'll bet we could have
reached our current microbusiness income level in half the
time.

It's a beautiful dream, but I'd be remiss if I didn't end this
chapter with a few words of wisdom. If you really like your
boss and you're most comfortable not being in control of your
destiny, then this book is not for you. To make a microbusiness
work, you have to be hungry for independence. You have to be
willing to throw your heart and soul into the endeavor. In
short, you really have to want it.

On the other hand, you don't have to live on a homestead to
make your dream a reality. Anyone with a few extra hours, a
little imagination, and some basic tools can become
independently wealthy. Now's the time to start dreaming about
what your ideal lifestyle will look like next year when you've
quit your job and stopped worrying about money.

This is not a get rich quick book. Instead, it's a path to creating
a regular income so you can quit your job and spend your time
doing what you really enjoy. If that's what you're looking for,
then read on. Creating a microbusiness isn't as hard as you
might think.
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year, we saw a three-
fold increase and our
annual income
jumped to $41,000.
As far as we can tell,
the sky's the limit.

As for breaking even -
we did that around
month four. You
should break even a
good deal faster since

Chapter 2: Visions of success

The nitty gritty we spent months one

If you're like me, you're probably interested in seeing some through three figuring

nitty gritty details right about now. You might be asking --- out everything that we

What is your microbusiness, anyway? How much profit can I outline in the first few

expect? How long did it take to break even? chapters of this book. E '\
In fact, I wouldn't be The Avian Aqua Miser is an

To answer the first question, Mark invented an automatic surprised if you al.lto‘matic chi({ken waterer. The

chicken waterer that brings the innovations of the pros to the jumped straight to majority of our income now comes

backyard. Due to the cyclical nature of chicken-keeping, our month six, the point from sales of these waterers. Visit

profit varies a lot from month to month, but we've seen a at which I realized WWW.avianaquanuser.com for more

skyrocketing increase from year to year once we implemented that Mark was right information.

the strategies outlined in this ebook. During the first year, we and we didn't need a

were working the kinks out of our microbusiness, but still salary to survive. Now, we spend our work days building

managed to bring in nearly $14,000 profit. During our second waterers and driving them to the post office. Oh, and weeding

the garden, petting our cats, and watching the lightning bugs
sparkle damp evenings with their glow.
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Just so this chart doesn't give the nitpickers among you fits ---
for bookkeeping purposes, I divide the year up into 13
“months” of four weeks each. That keeps the length of each
month even so I can see trends more easily.

The ephemeral

We'll spend the rest of this book giving you step by step
instructions on building a microbusiness, so that's enough of
the nitty gritty for now. Instead, let's talk about some more
ephemeral qualities of a homestead microbusiness. Do you
really have what it takes to succeed?

We talked about drive in chapter 1, but of course you need
more than that or everyone would have fled the rat race. |
chalk 50% of our success up to teamwork. If you have a
significant other, he or she needs to be supportive. It's vital that

you have a clear channel of communication so you can both
stay on the same page. In fact, the whole family needs to be on
board. Starting a microbusiness isn't an easy row to hoe, and
you might be tempted to throw in the towel around month two
if you don't have anyone to back you up.

Chances are that once you start building your microbusiness
team, you'll discover that every member brings different traits
to the table, all of which will combine to make your project a
success. I know that we couldn't have made it without Mark's
imagination and my business sense. Find your strengths and
weaknesses, and if necessary reach outside the family to fill
each niche.

I won't lie and tell you that being part of a team doesn't take
some work, but I can honestly say that our microbusiness has
made our relationship stronger (and more fun.) Working
together as a couple every day lets us build on each other's
strengths, talk about little problems before they become hair-
pulling disasters, and steal kisses. We've been together for six
years, and we're still in that disgusting honeymoon stage where
bystanders need to suck on a lemon to cut down the sweetness
level. If you're considering couple's therapy, why not start a
microbusiness together instead? As long as you don't kill each
other first, you'll come out a stronger unit, ready to enjoy the
adventure together.
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Chapter 3: Anatomy of failure

If you're like me, your biggest reason not to quit your job and
strike out on your own is probably fear of failure. What if you
don't make a go of it? What will happen to you and to
everyone who depends on you if your microbusiness fails?

Now's a good time to make a list of what would really happen.
It's easy to assume that you'll starve to death, but given current

low food prices (and your sudden eligibility for food stamps),
starvation is only a very remote possibility. You might lose
your fancy car, though, or not save as much toward retirement
this year as you'd hoped.

Chances are that once you take a good hard look at the
consequences of failure, you'll realize...they just aren't so bad.
If you've got enough get-up-and-go to start a microbusiness,
then you'd probably be able to find another job pretty quickly
even if your microbusiness went bust.

And just think of what you can learn from a good failure. We
ran through several microbusinesses before settling on our
chicken waterer invention, and each failure taught us something
about ourselves and what we wanted to do with our lives. The
trick was knowing when to cut our losses, and in some cases
when to stop making money if we just didn't enjoy the work.
As long as you stay tuned to your own limitations and are
willing to roll with little failures here and there, each setback
can become a part of the learning process. Just think --- you're
that much closer to independence!
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